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advise men that they can worthily take their places in a large society without having served any apprenticeship to the smaller. Acts of Parliament are henceforth to protect every citizen and labourer from many of the practical roughnesses which served to educate their forefathers; the State is asked to loosen some at least of the bonds which, as a child, attached him to his parents, and as a parent, bound him to his children. The Englishman is to become a good citizen per mltwn, without having proved himself a good son, or a man of valour in the fight for existence. State socialism opposes science, and fancies it can improve the species physically by sparing us hardships, and morally by sparing us duties ; whereas it is more likely to aid degeneration by encouraging the dependent character and discouraging the discipline of home.
Already among those classes of the metropolis which this proposal is intended to benefit, the parental tie is feeble; there is little sense of responsibility in having children; a weak control is exercised over them : there is considerable readiness to dispose of them to charitable institutions. The philanthropists who have most experience and who prefer radical to superficial improvement, are for appealing to family life and increasing the solidarity of home. Yet the proposals we are considering, if adopted, would inevitably thwart their efforts, and sot the State to counterwork some of its wisest citizens. Mr. Fawcctt, for instance, foresaw and deprecated this result of free schools as long ago as 1870, when the Birmingham League sought to make them universal. According to Mr. .Leslie Stephen, in the biography lie wrote of his friend, ' the fatal error, as he urged, was that the gratuitous system would diminish the sentiment of parental responsibility. To bring a child into the world was to incur a grave .responsibility, and no action of the State should tend to obscure the fact. But to relieve a parent from the cost of Ms children's schooling would most emphatically diminish MB motives for forethought.'
I might almost leave the controversy to stand or fall with this opinion of an educationalist so friendly to the working-